
What is a Geographic Information System (GIS)?  
 
 

Simple! 
 

It’s geography, or maps: 
 
 
 

Combined with information: 
 

 
 
 

So, 
 

               Geography + Information = 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click on a map to get  
Information about a Parcel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basically, each feature in the GIS, such as a house 
or a road is linked to a row in a table of information 
that looks very much like a spreadsheet.  Here, all 
sorts of useful data can be stored. 

For a House, information like YEAR BUILT, 
SQUARE FOOTAGE, NUMBER OF STORIES, and 
ADDRESS might be useful. 

For a Parcel, it might be nice to have ACRES, DATE 
PURCHASED, ADDRESS, and OWNER NAME. 



 
 

A GIS consists of many different maps                   
placed on top of one another. 

 
 

There are maps of:  
 

Manholes   
    

      Streets   
         
      Rivers 
             
      Houses  
          
      Ponds   
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In the GIS world, each map is called a layer…  
Like a cake! 

 
         
      There are layers of:  
  

Lettering 
 
Flowers 

 
       Candles 
        
       Frosting 
 
       Cake     
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